sunday in lent

March 15, 2026
11:00 A.M.

WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT ST. MARK’S LUTHERAN CHURCH!

Plain text indicates a part of the liturgy led by a worship leader; bold text indicates a congregational response.

Hymn numbers refer to their corresponding pages in the back of the Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal.

Please leave your offering in the plate at the front of the nave, near the pulpit. If you would like to give online, [m]s
please use the QR code to the right.

Welcome
Prayer Requests

Prelude Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies David Paxton
Children’s Sermon

We stand as we are able.

LENTEN CONFESSION

The confession is from the Baptismal Font during Lent as a reminder of our baptism.

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
who journeys with us these forty days,

and sustains us with the gift of grace.
C Amen

P Let us acknowledge before God and one another
our need for repentance and God’s mercy.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy One,

we confess to you our faults and failings.

Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy word;
we take for ourselves instead of giving to others;

we spoil rather than steward your creation;

we cause hurt though you call us to heal;

we choose fear over compassion.

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,

as we seek to follow in your way of life.

Amen
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The apostolic
greeting quotes
the apostle Paul
(2 Cor. 13:14)

The Kyrie (from
the Greek Kyrie
eleison, “Lord,
have mercy”) is
a prayer seeking
the mercy of
God in Jesus
Christ. It in-
cludes interces-
sions for our-
selves, for the
world, and for
the church.

P Hear the good news:
God so loved the world that God gave the only Son,
so that all may receive life.
This promise is for you!
God embraces you with divine mercy,
+ forgives you in Christ’s name,
and revives you in the Spirit’s power.
C Amen

Hymn 553

Greeting

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.

Kyrie
The Kyrie is sung responsively between choir and congregation. The congregation sings the bold text.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer-cy.
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The Prayer of
the Day is tied
to the overall
theme of the
scripture les-
SOnSs or, some-
times, to the
theme of day if it
is a special oc-
casion in the
church calen-
dar.

The tradition of
reading sacred
scripture in
worship is a tie
to our roots in
Judaism. 1 Tim-
othy 4:13 re-
minds us of the
importance of
this practice.

The first lesson
is normally from
the Old Testa-
ment.
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men.

Prayer of the Day

P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Let us pray.
Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your gracious life and death
for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with your Spirit, for you live
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen

We are seated.
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First Lesson: 1 Samuel 16:1-13
L A reading from First Samuel.

LITURGY OF THE WORD

'The Lorp said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being
king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I
have provided for myself a king among his sons.” “Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it,
he will kill me.” And the LorD said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to
the Lorp.” *Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall
anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” *Samuel did what the LorD commanded, and came to
Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come peacea-
bly?” “He said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come
with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.
When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the LoRD’s anointed is now before



A psalm is spo-
ken or sung in
response to the
first reading.

The second
reading, usually
from the New
Testament let-
ters, bears the
witness of the
early church.

the Lorp.” 'But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his
stature, because I have rejected him; for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on the
outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.” *Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made
him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the LorD chosen this one.” *Then Jesse made
Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the LoRD chosen this one.” '*Jesse made seven of
his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The LorD has not chosen any of these.”
"'Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?”” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest,
but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit
down until he comes here.” '*He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful
eyes, and was handsome. The LorD said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.” BThen Sam-
uel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the
LorD came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramabh.

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Psalm 23

We chant the Psalm responsively, with the congregation singing the bold verses..

'The Lorp! is my shepherd;
I shall not ! be in want.

*The LorD makes me lie down ! in green pastures
and leads me be- ' side still waters.

3You restore my I'soul, O Lorp,
and guide me along right pathways ' for your name’s sake.

“Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they ' comfort me.

You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over.

SSurely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days ' of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the ' Lorp forever.

Second Lesson: Ephesians 5:8-14
L A reading from Ephesians.

%0nce you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light—’for the
fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. '°Try to find out what is ?leasing to
the Lord. ''Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. '“For it is
shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; *but everything exposed by the light be-
comes visible, '*for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says,

“Sleeper, awake!

Rise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.”

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



The Gospel Ac-
clamation is the
congregation’s
response to the
announcement
and reading of
the Holy Gospel.
1t gives special
focus to the Gos-
pel, the principal
and climactic
biblical reading
in the liturgy.

The Liturgy of
the Word culmi-
nates in the
reading of the
gospel and the
sermon by which
Christ comes
among his peo-
ple and speaks to
us in our own
context. Because
of this we stand
to listen to the
good news of our
Lord.

We stand.

Gospel Acclamation
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Save us as you prom - ised; we will trust your word.

The Gospel: John 9:1-41
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 9" chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

'As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. *His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his
parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. *“We must work
the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. °As long as I
am in the world, I am the light of the world.” “When he had said this, he spat on the ground and
made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 'saying to him, “Go, wash in the
pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. “The
neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who
used to sit and beg?” ’Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like
him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” ""But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes
opened?” '"He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me,
‘Go to Siloam and wash.” Then I went and washed and received my sight.” '*They said to him,
“Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.”

PThey brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. '*Now it was a sabbath
day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. '*Then the Pharisees also began to ask him
how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now
I see.” '°Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sab-
bath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?”’ And they were divid-
ed. '"So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he
opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.”

""The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the
parents of the man who had received his si§ht Pand asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was
born blind? How then does he now see?”” *’His parents answered, “We know that this is our son,
and that he was born blind; *'but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who
opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” **His parents said this because
they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to
be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. > Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask
him.”

S0 for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give



glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” *’He answered, “I do not know whether he
is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” **They said to him,
“What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” *’He answered them, “I have told you
already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to be-
come his disciples?” **Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disci-
ples of Moses. 2?We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know
where he comes from.” **The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know
where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. *' We know that God does not listen to sin-
ners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. **Never since the world
began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. **If this man were
not from God, he could do nothing.” **They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins,
and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out.

3Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you be-
lieve in the Son of Man?” **He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe
in him.” *"Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” **He
said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. 3Jesus said, “I came into this world for Igudg-
ment so that those who do not see may see, and those who do see may become blind.” *"Some
of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” Je-
sus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’
your sin remains.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

We sit.
Sermon Pastor James Armentrout
This hymn com- We stand as we are able and sing the hymn.
plements the
day’s scripture Hymn 779 Amazing Grace
readings and
sermon.




We join our
hearts in prayer
as we pray for
the Church, for
the well-being of
creation, for
peace and jus-
tice, for those in
need. 1 Timothy
2:1-2

Much more than
a pleasant greet-
ing—we do this
to proclaim
God'’s promise
of peace.

2 Corinthians
13:11

Our gifts are
received and
dedicated to our
Lord’s service.
These offerings
support the min-
istries of this
congregation,
the Virginia Syn-
od, ELCA, and
our global mis-
sion partners.

The Prayers
Each petition concludes:

P Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.

THE EUCHARISTIC LITURGY

The Peace

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

’

We greet one another from our pews, saying “Peace be with you.’

Offertory Anthem My Shepherd, You Supply My Need

My Shepherd, You supply my need;
most holy is your name,
In pastures fresh you make me feed
beside the living stream;
You bring my wandering spirit back
when I forsake your ways,
And leads me for your mercy's sake
in paths of truth and grace.

When I walk through the shades of death
your presence is my stay,
One word of your supporting breath

drives all my fears away;

Your hand, in sight of all my foes,
does still my table spread,

My cup with blessings overflows,
your oil anoints my head.

The sure provisions of my God
attend me all my days;

Oh, may your house be my abode
and all my work be praise;
Here would I find a settled rest,
while others go and come;
No more a stranger nor a guest,
but like a child at home.

- Isaac Watts, based on Psalm 23



As our gifts of
offerings and
tithes are
brought forward
we sing a canti-
cle of thanksgiv-
ing for God’s
generous good-
ness.

Our prayer is
modeled after the
Jewish prayer of
thanksgiving and
dedicates the
giver to a stew-
ardship of all

life.

We stand as we are able and sing the offertory.

Offertory Prayer

P Letus pray. O God, maker of heaven and earth,
C your steadfast love embraces all creation.

You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth

and bring forth its bounty.
Through these gifts of bread and wine,
draw us into the death and life of your Son,

who calls us to bear witness to his saving work.

We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen

Offertory
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The Thanksgiv-
ing Dialogue
begins the part
of our worship
called the Great
Thanksgiving.

The dialogue
and the Proper
Preface are an-
cient parts of the
worship which
proclaim our
thanks for the
gifts of God in
the meal.

The Sanctus
(“holy”) echoes
the angels’ cry
in Isaiah 6:3
and the crowds
of Mark 11:9 as
Jesus entered
Jerusalem. This
reminds us that
we are in the
presence of a
God identified
both by holiness
and humility.

Thanksgiving Dialogue
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
The Proper Preface
The presiding minister continues: “It is indeed right ...”
The proper preface concludes: ~ “we praise your name and join their unending
hymn.”
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The Eucharistic
Prayer recalls
God'’s saving
acts throughout

Eucharistic Prayer
P Blessed are you, O God of the universe.
Your mercy is everlasting

history and, par- and your faithfulness endures from age to age.

ticularly, the

words and ac- Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.

tions, the com- Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
mands and Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
promises of Je- Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness
sus at the last to the land of milk and honey.

supper with his
disciples as rec-
orded in scrip-
ture.

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup
we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
C Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

P O God of resurrection and new life:
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us
and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless this feast.
Grace our table with your presence.
C Come, Holy Spirit.

P Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us.

Send us forth,
burning with justice, peace, and love.
C Come, Holy Spirit.

P With Saint Mark and your holy ones of all times and places,
with the earth and all its creatures,
with sun and moon and stars,
we praise you, O God,
blessed and holy Trinity,
now and forever.
C Amen
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The Lord’s Pray-
er brings the
Great Thanksgiv-
ing to a conclu-
sion. Prayed
here, this familiar
and beloved pray-
er becomes the
table-prayer of
the congregation.
Luke 11:1-13;
Matthew 6:5-15

The Agnus Dei
(“lamb of God”)
recalls the words
of John the Bap-
tist upon seeing
Jesus (John
1:29). We make
this our prayer as
well, as we pre-
pare to meet the
Risen Lord in the
bread and wine

The Lord’s Prayer
P Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.

Amen

We are seated.
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COMMUNION WITH OUR RISEN LORD
WELCOME TO CHRIST’S TABLE

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

L

We come forward by way of the center aisle, forming two lines to
receive communion at the altar rail. We return
to our pews by way of the side aisles.
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Once we have Post-Communion Blessing
all received P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
the sacrament
and returned C Amen
to our seats,
we celebrate
the personal Post-Communion Prayer
encounter with P Let us pray. God of our salvation,
the risen C we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls,
Christ through reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey.
blessing, pray- Through the body and blood of your Son,
er, and sing- may we become Christ’s body in the world,
me. bearing witness to your love for all creation,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen
Blessing
P May you go from this place having acknowledged yourselves
as sinners in word and deed and in what has been left undone.
C Amen
P May you know always that God’s response to our repentance
is never less than grace-filled and loving forgiveness.
C Amen
P May you be given the grace to forgive others as God is forgiving you.
C Amen
P And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, + the Son,
and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you forever.
C Amen
Hymn 452 Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death
We are dis-
missed
from worship Dismissal
knowing that P Go in peace loving God and loving your neighbor.
our service
does not end. C Thanks be to God.
Rather, having
been in the
presence of the
risen Lord, we
leave so that
our service No postlude during Lent.
may truly
begin.
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THIS WEEK AT ST. MARK’S

Sl}?j;}};’hl\gz?g;; ?n Lent 11AM Worship with Holy Communion
3PM Confirmation at College Lutheran
4PM RALY (Roanoke Area Lutheran Youth) at College Lutheran
Monday, March 16 SPM—7PM The Lion’s Share open
Tuesday, March 17
Wednesday, March 18 6PM Lent Soup Supper @ St. Philip Lutheran Church
Thursday, March 19
Friday, March 20 10AM—noon The Lion’s Share open
6:30PM NA meeting (Fellowship Hall)
Saturday, March 21 8PM NA meeting (Fellowship Hall)
Sl}%%?&%?;}?iien ; 11AM Worship with Holy Communion
SERVING IN WORSHIP
Today Next Week
Greeter Amy Spangler Joel & Chisom Ugochukwu
Lector Maryanne Meloy Eric Mills
Communion Assistant Abby Trout & Donna Abbott &
Eric Mills Sabina Ugochukwu
Coffee Hour
Attendance Last Sunday 42
Offering Received (Pledges/Loose) $3003
Budget (Pledges/Loose) $3173
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?} S t . M ark,s Ministers and Staff

Ministers: Congregation of St. Mark’s Lutheran Church

Lutheran Church Secretary / Financial Administrator: Kathy Bryant

Organist / Choir Director: Jacob Gordon
Loving God, Loving Our Neighbor Pastor: James Armentrout

1008 FRANKLIN ROAD SOUTHWEST, ROANOKE, VIRGINIA 24016

Phone: (540) 344-9051 Web: www.stmarksroanoke.org
E-mail:  office@stmarksroanoke.org Facebook: St. Mark’s Lutheran Roanoke

Liturgical texts reprinted by permission, Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License SAS003958. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture readings are
from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.
Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

Create in Me—text: Psalm 51, music by Jacob Gordon.



